[I] R. Huna said, “Judah b. Rabbi and R. Yannai differed. One said, ‘It 
was before the giving of the Torah that Jethro came.’ The other 
said, ‘It was after the giving of the Torah that Jethro came [for 
conversion].”” 


[J] Now we do not know who held this opinion and who held that one. 


[K] Let us derive the answer from the following: “Jethro, the priest of 
Midian, Moses’ father-in-law, heard [of all that God had 
done]” (Ex. 18:1). 


[L] What did he hear? 

[M] Hezekiah said, “He heard about the splitting of the Sea of Reeds.” 
[N] R. Joshua said, “He heard about the splitting of the Sea of Reeds.” 
[O] R. Levi said, “He heard about the war against Amalek.” 

[P] Judah b. Rabbi said, “He heard about the giving of the Torah.” 


[Q] It follows that [Judah b. Rabbi] is the one who said that Jethro 
came after the giving of the Torah. 


[R] R. Ba and R. Hiyya in the name of R. Yohanan: “The 
following supports the position of R. Yosé b. [72c] Haninah: 
‘Awake, O north wind, and come, O south wind! [Blow upon 
my garden, let its fragrance be wafted abroad. Let my beloved 
come to his garden, and eat its choicest fruits]’ (Song 4:16). 


[S] “‘Awake, O north wind,’ refers to the burnt offering, which is 
slaughtered at the north side of the altar. 


[T] “What is the meaning of, ‘Awake’? It means that this is some 
thing that was sleeping [prior to the coming of Israel] and was 
then awakened [at the building of the Israelite cult].” 


[U] “And come, O south wind” refers to peace offerings, which are 
slaughtered at the south side of the altar. What is the meaning 
of, “Come”? It speaks of something that was an innovation. 
[This then refutes Yosé’s view after all.] 


[V] How does R. Yosé b. Haninah deal with this? It refers to the 
time at which the exiles, who are located in the north, will 
awaken and come and build the Temple, which is located in the 
south. 


[W] R. Abba b. R. Pappi, R. Joshua of Sikhnin in the name of R. 
Levi: “Also this verse of Scripture supports the view of R. Yosé 


